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262 International Journal of Ethics. 

observe in Mr. Webb's book frequent traces of a conviction that self-interest is 
the sole motive of human action. Thus, on page 1 14, referring to the proposal 
of Leasehold Enfranchisement, Mr. Webb remarks : " How this ever came to be 
considered a radical measure, or one deserving the support of the masses, who are 
not property-owners, will remain a mystery to future ages." . It is probable that 
Socialism may find it necessary to make certain concessions to Individualism ; 
but that it should concede the principle of universal selfishness cannot but be a 
matter for regret to a writer in an ethical journal. That there is at present a 
tendency to make this concession seems clear from the writings of several social- 
ists, as well as Mr. Webb. It is to be wished that they could remember that in 
becoming practical it is not necessary to become cynical. J. S. M. 

The New Political Economy. By Henry Rose. London: James Speirs, 

1891. Pp. viii., 152. 

Mr. Rose believes " that if there is one class more than another which needs 
preaching to in these days, it is the political economists." Whether they need 
it or not, they certainly get it. And probably Mr. Rose is right. If we may 
adapt the saying of Plato, society will never be regenerated until religious men 
become economists, or those who are economists become religious. Mr. Rose's 
little book is chiefly devoted to a study of the teaching of Carlyle and Ruskin 
on economic questions ; but it also includes, somewhat oddly, a similar study of 
Mr. Henry George. The tone of the book is excellent and stimulating, and, 
though not containing anything very novel, it will no doubt interest a considerable 
circle of readers. Mr. Rose describes himself as a socialist, but he seems to use 
this term somewhat loosely. Speaking of his three heroes, he praises " the judi- 
cial way in which they recognize the respective and reciprocal provinces of Indi- 
vidualism on the one hand, and of State control on the other. . . . They have, 
indeed, in this matter struck the happy mean of sobriety and reason. What but 
the highest perfection of the individual — of every individual — do they seek ? 
And who have more powerfully pleaded for that measure of liberty on which 
individual perfection depends ? But to the conception of individual freedom to 
do right they add the individual obligation to co-operate with society for the 
general good." Mr. Rose seems to be a socialist only in the sense in which " we 
are all socialists." Might we venture to suggest to Mr. Rose that, in a future 
edition, he should omit the study of Mr. Henry George, and insert one of Arnold 
Toynbee instead ? J. S. M. 

The Path towards Knowledge; Discourses on Some Difficulties of 
the Day. By W. Cunningham, D.p. London : Methuen & Co., 1891. 
Pp. viii., 241. 

These twelve discourses, coming from an eminent economist and historian, 
must command a considerable degree of attention. Their point of view is 
probably too distinctly Christian, and even too distinctly that of the English 
Church, to be entirely acceptable to a number of the readers of this Journal. 
Dr. Cunningham indicates the main aim of the publication by stating the ques- 
tions it is designed to answer : " ' What guidance has the Christian faith to give 
for actual nineteenth century social problems ?' Much, as I believe: and I 



